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REMARKS 

Claims 1-46 are pending in this appUcation. Claims 1-8, 10-33 and 36-46 were rqected 
under 35 U.S.C. §102 as being anticipated by Hanson. Claims 9, 34 and 35 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. §103 as being uiq)a£entable over Hanson in view of Leon. Claims 1, 10, 20, 30, 37 and 
42 are currently amended. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

The presently claimed invention distinguishes Hanson because establishment of a new 
association between a wireless tOTnmal device and a new access point during roaming is 
fadlitated. Both Hanson and the claimed invention help to overcome the problem of service 
appUcation disruption during roaming. However, the present invention and Hanson accomplish 
that objective in distinctly diflFeient ways. Hanson uses a Mobility Management Server n>4MS") 
to maintain a session by signaling on behalTof a terminal device while the terminal device is 
out of communication. For example, Hanson states in the Abstract: "a Mobility Management 
Server coupled to the mobile network maintains the state of each of any number of Mobile End 
Systems and handles the complex session management required to maintain persistent connections 
to the network and to other peer processes." As described in greater detail at col. 9, lines 62-67, 
the MMS uses the state infomaation to roamtain the connection to the peer by admowledging 
receipt of data and queuing requests, i.e., functioning as a proxy for the out-of-conummication 
Mobile End System. Hence, the saved state information of Hanson concerns the sesaon betwe«i 
the peer and the mobile de^dce, presumably at the application layer. 

Ratho- tiian maintaining a session on behalf of a mobile device during hand-off Kke 
Hanson, the presently claimed invention helps solve the problem by speeding the hand-off 
procedure. As discussed in the spedficalion at page 4, Hnes 20-30, access points require a 
substantial amount of state information relating to a terminal device in order to support 



PAGE 16/18'RCVDAT 1(U11/200$ 12:11:14PM [Eastern Daylight Time]' SVR:USPTO{FM«24' DNIS:27383(I0* CS(D:9782649119'D^^^ (miiK$):0446 



05-0ct-11 10:t6ain Froni-Steubing.McGuiness & Manaras LLP 978 264 9119 T-236 P. 017/018 F-7tO 

Serial Na 09/748698 -12- Art Unit: 2157 

connectivity. Consequently, hand-ofl& can take as long as 5-10 seconds while state iirfonnation is 
buih by the new access point. The present invention speeds the hand-off by providing state 
infonnation relating to connectivity, Le., below the ^plication layer, to the new access point in 
order to avoid the need for re-building at least some of the state information- See, e.g., page 5, 
line 32 through page 6, line 4. 

Claims 1, 10, 20, 30; 37 and 42 have been amended to emphasize the distinguishing 
featuies discussed above. For examjde, claim 1 recites "saving state infonnation relating to the 
communication session connectivity between the terminal device and the second wireless access 
point in a back end device communicating the saved state information from the back end device 
to the first wireless access point; and utilizing the saved state information, by the first wireless 
access point, to fecilitate establishment of an assodation between the terminal device and the first 
wireless access point " Claims 10, 20, 30, 37 and 42 recite similar distinguishing language- 
Withdrawal of the rqections of claims 1, 10, 20, 30, 37 and 42 is therefore requested, daims 2- 
9, 11-19, 21-29, 31-36, 38-41, and 43-47 are dependent claims which finther distinguish the 
invention, and are allowable for the reasons stated above with regard to their respective base 
daims. Withdrawal of the rejections of these claims, base on both Hanson and Leon, is 
respectfijUy requested. 
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Applicants have made a diligent effort to place the claims in condition for allowance. 
However, shoxdd thei^ remain unresolved issues that require adverse action, it is respectfully 
requested that the Examiner telephone Holmes W. Anderson, Applicants' Attorney at 978-264- 
4001 pG05) so that such issues may be resolved as expeditiously as possible. 

For these reasons, and in view of the above amendments, this application is now 
considered to be in condition for allowance and such action is earnestly soUdted, 

Respectfully Submitted, 



Date Holmes Anderson, Re^. No. 37,272 

Attorney/Agent for App1icaiit(s) 
Steubing McOuinness & Manaras LLP 
125 Nagog Park 
Acton, MA 01 720 
(978) 264-6664 
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